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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #1  
 
Resolution Commending Governor Andrew Cuomo and State Legislators on 

Adopting a Transportation Capital Plan and Urging a Continued and 
Increasing Commitment to Assisting Counties in Maintaining Their Local 

Infrastructure 
 
WHEREAS, Governor Andrew Cuomo and State Legislators are to be commended for 
adopting a Department of Transportation five-year capital plan that includes $21.1 
billion in funding to improve state and local highway, bridge, rail, port, airport and 
downstate suburban and upstate transit infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, this new State Transportation Plan also provides additional support for 
local governments to maintain and improve roads and bridges with a multi-year funding 
commitment for the Consolidated Local Streets and Highway Improvement Program 
(CHIPS) and enhanced State assistance to local governments through BRIDGE NY and 
PAVE NY initiatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, while this additional funding is most welcomed and already being put to 
good use, and counties still struggle to raise enough funding for the maintenance and 
replacement of this aging and ailing infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, locally owned roads and bridges account for 87 percent of the State’s 
110,000 miles of roadways and 50 percent of the State’s 18,000 bridges; and  
 
WHEREAS, thirty-four percent (34%) of local bridges are deficient and forty-eight 
percent (48%) of road pavements are rated fair or poor; and 
 
WHEREAS, a recently updated needs assessment report of local highway and bridge 
infrastructure, commissioned by the NYS Town Superintendents of Highways, found 
that the local system pavement and bridge needs over the next 15-year period is 
estimated at $34.8 billion; and  
 
WHEREAS, given the State Comptroller’s determination that local governments spend 
about $1 billion a year on infrastructure, this leaves an unfunded $1.3 billion annual 
needs gap; and 
 
WHEREAS, a safe and efficient infrastructure is necessary for trade, economic 
development and revitalization, job creation and retention, schools, agriculture, 
businesses, health and hospital facilities and emergency responders, as well as the 
general traveling public; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) commends Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature for 
their budget actions to enhance state investments in local roads, bridges and culverts. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC urges State leaders to continue to work 
in partnership with local governments to provide the necessary and proper funding to 
New York’s counties by including in the 2017-2018 state budget: an additional $150 
million for CHIPS base level; $50 million more annually for BRIDGE NY; and a larger 
allocation of the BRIDGE NY funds for culverts so that counties have the ability to better 
maintain their infrastructure now and well into the future; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the  counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.  
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference  
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Commending Governor Cuomo and State Legislators on Record 

Airport Funding Measures and Urging Certain Programs Be Made 
Permanent  

 
WHEREAS, airports play a critical role in New York State’s economy, job growth and 
transportation infrastructure, providing commercial air service, business aviation 
functions and supporting homeland security and critical emergency response for all of 
New York’s local and regional communities and for the nation; and  
 
WHEREAS, a New York State Department of Transportation study quantifying New 
York airports’ and the aviation industry’s contribution to the state’s economy found that 
$50 billion in annual economic activity for New York State businesses is attributable to 
aviation and further reports that approximately 394,500 jobs in New York State are 
related directly or indirectly to aviation, representing 4.6 percent of the 8.5 million jobs 
in the state; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 2016 enacted state budget includes Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
initiative for a $200 million state investment to revitalize New York State airports and 
an increase in funding for the Aviation Capital Grant Program over the next four years 
that will help the state realize the full potential of its airports and aviation industries; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, this investment includes the Competition to Revitalize Upstate Airports 
designed to award at least five airports a maximum of $40 million each to fund projects 
that enhance safety, improve operations and access, reduce environmental impact, 
create better passenger experiences and leverage private investments; and 
 
WHEREAS, because this competition is expected to assist few of the 74 eligible 
airports in upstate New York, there will still be a majority of airports that need funding 
assistance, even accounting for the $10 million allocated from the Competition to 
Revitalize Upstate Airports to the SFY 2016-17 Aviation Capital Grant Program 
appropriation; and  
 
WHEREAS, while this funding is welcomed and will be used for airport infrastructure 
and critical safety enhancements and business and economic development projects, 
creating and sustaining construction and aviation-related jobs, the level of state 
financial commitment falls short of what is needed by the 74 eligible airports in upstate 
New York; and   
WHEREAS, New York has no dedicated funding source or permanent state capital 
program for airports and must rely on annual appropriations in the state budget for 
funding critical airport projects. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties does hereby commend Governor Cuomo and the Legislature for the new state 
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financial commitments to New York Airports that will help fund critical airport 
infrastructure rehabilitation, improvement, and expansion projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC urges the Governor and the Legislature 
to provide recurring and reliable funding for the maintenance and development of all 
the State’s airports through increases in the Aviation Capital Grant Program and by fully 
funding the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) in the SFY 2017-2018 State Budget; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.  
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Calling on the President and Members of the New York State 
Congressional Delegation to Direct Infrastructure Stimulus Investments to 

Counties and Local Governments 
 
WHEREAS, President Donald J. Trump and members of Congress have proposed a 
federal infrastructure package that would improve the nation’s economy and strengthen 
infrastructure systems in communities across the country; and  
 
WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) reported startling facts 
about New York’s infrastructure, including that within the state there are 403 high 
hazard dams, 2,169 bridges that are structurally deficient, and that approximately 60 
percent of the major roads are of a poor or mediocre quality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ASCE also estimates that within the next 20 years that $27 billion is 
needed to upgrade drinking water systems in the state, and $29.7 billion is needed for 
wastewater systems; and  
 
WHEREAS, locally owned roads and bridges account for 87 percent of the State’s 
110,000 miles of roadways and 50 percent of the State’s 18,000 bridges. These locally 
owned and aging roads and bridges are deteriorating at a rapid rate as counties struggle 
to find adequate funding for their maintenance, replacement, and upgrading; and  
 
WHEREAS, a safe and efficient infrastructure is necessary for trade, economic 
development and revitalization, job creation and retention, schools, agriculture, 
businesses, health and hospital facilities and emergency responders, as well as the 
general traveling public. 
 
WHEREAS, the ASCE estimates that New York alone will require nearly $200 billion 
in infrastructure investment over the next decade to repair, replace, and update critical 
transportation, water, and utility and health systems.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) hereby calls upon the President and members of the New York State 
delegation to direct an appropriate share of any federal infrastructure investment to 
counties and local governments who oversee the majority of road, bridge, water, sewer, 
and airport systems in New York State; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, county and local government representatives should 
have an active voice in any decision-making body that determines how these 
infrastructure funds are allocated; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties of 
New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
President Donald J. Trump, the members of the NYS congressional delegation, 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 


